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UNITED STATES. 

[Reports to the Supervising Surgeon-General United States Marine-Hospital Service.] 
Quarantine of troops and disinfection of their baggage at Savannah, Ota. 

Savannah, Ga., April IS, 1899. 

Sie: I have the honor to report briefly upon the present operations 
by officers of the Service in the disinfection and detention of soldiers 
and army transports. 

To give us status and power to enforce our temporary regulations I 
asked the mayor to furnish me with a written order to his quarantine 
officer, Dr. Linley, informing him that the Service had been requested 
to take charge of the disinfection of transports and troops. Dr. Foster 
had already instituted a method for handling men and baggage which 
was continued by Dr. Smith. Dr. Poster's plans were excellent and 
showed good judgment. All that was needed was more assistance, as 
the work was too much for one man. Colonel Bellinger has given us 
every aid that lay in his power, and not one thing that I have asked 
him to do or furnish has been refused. Furthermore, he has shown a 
remarkable intelligence in dealing with quarantine. AH that has been 
necessary to obtain his prompt cooperation was a concise explanation, 
and our suggestions and regulations were expeditiously carried out. 

The handling of troops on Daufuski Island was presented at a time 
when it looked as if no suitable or safe place could be found near 
Savannah. The island is about 6 miles east of Savannah Quarantine 
Station, on the South Carolina side. The eastern end of the island is 
settled with farmers and fishermen. Near the western end of the island 
is a marsh strip running well across. There are no houses near this 
place. The western end of the island (800 acres) is used for the 
encampment. A provost guard line of regulars completely closes in 
the encampment from the land side and there is a guard at the wharf 
and no person whatsoever is allowed to enter the sentry line. No per- 
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8011 can enter the line, not even myself, or leave, without a written 
order from Dr. Von Ezdorf. Inside the guard line are two houses, 
about half a mile apart. The house furthest away is used for a regi- 
mental hospital. The one near the wharf is isolated from the general 
camp by guards and is used for quarters by Dr. Von Ezdorf, the army 
surgeon, and the quartermaster in charge. This will be the office, and 
here Colonel Bellinger and Surgeon-Colonel Greenleaf have been per- 
mitted to go and hold daylight communications with officers in the 
camp. Neither of these gentlemen goes inside the encampment. 

The sanitation of the camp itself and the treatment of the sick, of 
course, are carried out under instructions from Colonel Greenleaf and 
according to regimental routine. Dr. Von Ezdorf has been directed to 
treat any suspicious case or actual case of yellow fever if he were asked, 
but if not asked he is nevertheless to visit the case and report daily. 

The guard line and the enforcement of detention are under Dr. Von 
Ezdorf s supervision, and he rides around the lines and through the 
camp several times a day. He sees the sick by courtesy and his status 
is now fully established. He keeps the dates of arrival and discharge 
of troops, taking the company records for such information as to num- 
bers, etc. Civilians, discharged employees, and stragglers traveling 
with the regiment give us the most trouble. These he deals with by 
recording the name of each. 

The method of discharging a regiment is as follows : It takes two 
hours for a lighter to go to town and this time completes the period of 
detention. Dr. Von Ezdorf informs the quartermaster captain in charge 
at Daufuski on the day the regiment completes its detention. This 
officer then makes his arrangements for transportation. The lighters 
are brought by tugs and the companies are marched to the wharf. At 
the wharf each company falls into line and the roll call is made, Dr. 
Von Ezdorf counting by fours and comparing the "field report" and 
*'sick report," they then pass onto the lighter and our responsibility 
ceases. The sick belonging to the regiment are also discharged at the 
end of five days, if able to move. 

The actual disinfection work has been done by Dr. Smith, and, of 
course, carefully done As soon as a transport' s time comes for handling, 
she is run alongside a mooring wharf which Colonel Bellinger built near 
the station. She begins at once the discharge of baggage onto lighters 
and the wharf. One of our officers then goes over this baggage with a 
large force of men, separating mess outfits, guns, ammunition, stores 
and such things, and passes them along out of the way. The boxes of 
clothing, or any box containing clothing, trunks, or bags are then run 
through steam or are formaldehyded. Each and every box is opened, 
and if it contains fabrics the contents are taken out almost to the bottom 
and formaline sprinkled on that layer, and then another layer of clothing 
and this sprinkled, and so on until the box is repacked and tightly 
nailed up. This baggage is then held forty-eight hours. The steam 
plant will hold the clothing of 5 or 6 companies in heavy marching 
order— that is, what is known as "blanket roll." In these rolls is 
usually carried only the blanket and extra clothing. The companies 
march onto the quarantine ground and stack arms. Their ponchos, 
knapsacks, toilet articles, etc., are taken out, and then each company 
marches into the disinfecting house and hangs his blankets and clothes 
on the racks. This is continued until the racks are full. After coming 
out of the chamber, the last company to put on blankets march in to get 
their things, which are on top, then the next last company, and so on 
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until they have back all their effects. During the time that steam was 
on the men have dipped their ponchos, knapsacks, etc., into bichloride 
1-800. I do not believe this was necessary, but as it had been com- 
menced it was continued. These troops are then transferred to Daufuski, 
and their detention commences from that hour. 

Dr. Smith and his assistants all live at quarantine, and no one work- 
ing there is allowed to leave. Besides the officers of the Service under 
Dr. Smith, Colonel Bellinger has furnished him nearly a hundred men, 
under his exclusive control, to handle the disinfection. 

The mayor and Dr. Jarrell, the acting health officer, have been fur- 
nished the details as they come up, and their suggestions have been 
followed. The coming of Surgeon-Colonel Greenleaf upon the field has 
relieved me of a great deal of worry. Before he came I was often 
brought to my wits end to avoid friction with volunteer officers. He 
has respected every restriction put upon his own movements in visiting 
Daufuski. It is a pleasure to cooperate with such an officer. 
Eespectfully, yours, J. O. Cobb, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. S. S. 

'Resolutions adopted by the Louisiana State hoard of health and board of 
trade relative to reporting cases of contagious diseases which may occur 
in New Orleans. 

New Orleans, La., April IS, 1899. 
Sib : I beg to call your attention to the following resolutions adopted 
by the Louisiana State board of health and the board of trade of New 
Orleans. 

Yours, very truly, Edmond Souchon, M. D., 

President Louisiana State Board of Health. 

[Inclosure.] 

On December 7. — Resolved, That the boards of health of the States of Alabama, Mis- 
sissippi, Texas, Florida, and other neighboring States are invited and earnestly requested 
to station in the city of New Orleans during the summer months medical inspectors to 
investigate, examine into, and report to their respective boards the existence or nonex- 
istence of contagious or infectious diseases in said city, and the Louisiana State board of 
health pledges to said inspectors, when so appointed, all necessary aid and assistance in 
its power in the performance of their duties. 

On February 15. — Resolved, That the president of the State board shall inform all 
authorized inspectors stationed in New Orleans and all State boards of health and State 
health officers of Southern States of any suspicious or positive cases reported by the 
experts. 

The Charity Hospital of New Orleans shall be called upon by the president of the 
State board of health, from time to time, to allow one of the official experts, or a repre- 
sentative of the boards of the neighboring States, or a representative of the United States 
Marine- Hospital Service to inspect the wards, rooms, and all parts of the hospital. 

The following gentlemen have been elected as the commission of experts : Drs. F. 
Loeber, E. Matas, E. S. Lewis, T. S. Kennedy, L. F. Salomon, F. W. Parham. 

The following is a copy of resolutions adopted by the board of 
directors of the New Orleans board of trade, limited, at a meeting held 
on February 27 : 

Resolved, That the board of trade, limited, of New Orleans heartily indorses the 
action of the Louisiana State board of health in giving every assurance to the inhabi- 
tants of the country parishes, and of neighboring States, that they will, at all times, be 
kept fully informed as to the sanitary condition of this city, and be promptly notified 
of the first appearance of a case of yellow fever in this community. 

Resolved further, That this board extends a vote of thanks to the members of the med- 
ical profession who have so patriotically accepted membership on the board of experts 
appointed by the board of health, and assures them of the hearty support of the mem- 
bers of this board of trade in the performance of their duties. 

S. Locke Bbeaux, President. 

Hy. H. SMITH, Secretary. 



